
Th  e   g  ue rri ll as  t  ha t  at ta cked  a  t  Goslin ’s  L  an e  took  t  he ir  boo ty  o  f  ar ms,  
am mu ni ti on s  an d  supp li es ,  an d  move d  no rt h  in to  c  am p  on  B on ne  F em me   
Cr eek,  s ou th  o f  Fa ye tt e,  M isso ur i.   Th  e  re,  a  nu mb er  o f  in dependen t  gu erri ll a  
ba nd s  were  c ol le cting,  i nc lu di ng  on e  co mm an ded  by  W illi am  C la rk  Q ua nt ri ll .   
Th  e  se irreg ul ar s had been s um mone d  by  C on federate Maj or  Gener al  Sterl ing  
Pr ic e t o  ai d his exped it ion,  whi ch wa s at t his tim e in s ou th ea st Misso ur i. 

Th  e   n ext  mo rning,  S ep tember  2 4,  1 86 4,  t he se  b an ds  a tt acked  a  feder al  g a rriso n  
in  F  ay et te,  wi th  d  is as tr ou s  co nseq uenc es  f  or  t  he  S  ou th er ne rs.   A  tt ac ki ng  
th e  br ic k  co urth ou se  a nd  a  f or ti fi  ed  bl ock  ho us e  oc cu pi ed  b y  Un io n  tr oo ps,  
An der so n  lo st 40 m en ,  ki ll ed a nd  w ou nd ed . 

Fr an k  Ja me s,  w  ho  w  as  a  lso  at  G  osli n’ s  La ne ,  wa s  to  s  ay  t  ha t  “Th  e    
wo rst  sc ar ed  I   e  ve r  wa s  du ring  th e  wa r  wa s  in  t  he  F  ay et te  fi   g ht . ” 

Bi ll  A n der so n  le d  th e  at ta ck  o  n  Fa ye tt e  agai nst  th e  advi ce  o  f  Qu an tril l.  I  n  
th e  da ys  a  ft er  F ay et te,  th ou gh ,  An der so n  in cr ea si ng ly  t  oo k  th e  le ad  a  mo ng  
th e  gu erri ll a  le aders.    Th  e   c  on so li da ted  
ba nd s,  n  ow  c  on st it ut ing  prob ab ly  t  he   
la rge st  g  ue rri ll a  fo rc e  as se mble d  in   
th e  we stern  th ea tr e  of  t  he  w  ar ,  move d  
no rt he as t  an d  de st roye d  mu ch  o  f  th e  
to wn  o  f  Re ni ck,  an d  th re aten ed  P  ar is,  
Miss ou ri in  Mo nr oe C ou nt y.  Th  e  y  we nt   
in to  c  am p  se ve ra l  mi le s  so ut he as t  of   
Ce nt ra lia  on  t  he  e  ve ning  of  S  ep tember   
26,  18 64 .  O n  th e  ne xt  d ay ,  th e  Ma ssac re   
an d Bat tl e at  Ce nt ra lia occur re d. 

So ur ce s:  O . R . Ser ie s  1,  V ol . X LI ,  Pa rt  1 ;  Sw it zl er , W illi am  F .   Hi stor y of   
Bo one  Coun ty ,  Mi ssouri  ( St .  L ou is,  MO :  We stern Histo ri ca l  Co mp an y,  1 88 2)   
pp . 4 37 -4 38 ;  Mc Co rk le , J oh n,   Th   ree  Ye ars  Wi th Quantr il l:  A  Tr ue Stor y  To ld   
by his Scout  Jo hn  Mc Corkle  ( No rm an  a nd  L ondo n: U ni ve rs it y  of  O kl ah om a  
Pr ess , 1 992) p . 1 59 . 

Phot o  an d Im ag e Cred it s:    An de rs on  P hoto :  Us ed w it h permiss ion , S ta te   
Hist or ic al  Soc ie ty  o f Miss ou ri ,  Co lu mb ia 

During  the  Summer  of   18 64,  Bloody  Bi ll  Anders on   
visited  the  to wn  of   Ro chepor t  on  ma ny   occasion s,   and  
ca lled  the  to wn  “m y  capital .”    Ro chepor t  is  about  10   mile s  
sout hw est  of   here ,  via  High wa y  J  and  U. S.   High wa y  40.  
Pi ct ured   at  ri ght  is  an  18 60  church  that  now  se rv es as   
Ro chepor t’ s co mmunit y ce nter . 

 S  ep tember  2 3,  1 86 4,  w as  a  c ol d  an d  ra in y  da y.   
Th  a  t  mo rning,  a   U  ni on  s  uppl y  tr ai n,  c  om ma nd ed   
by  C  ap tain  J  am es  W  .  M  cF adden  an d  an  e  sc or t  
of  8  0  ca va lr ym en  f  ro m  th e  3r d  Miss ou ri  S  ta te   
Mili ti a  set  ou t  fr om  S  tu rgeo n  to  s  uppl y  th e  tr oo ps   
st at ione d  at  R oc he po rt .  Th  e   t ra in  c on si sted  o f  18   
wa go ns  t  ha t  were  d  ri ve n  by  w  hi te  a  nd   t  hr ee  b  lack   
ci vili an  t  ea ms ters  p  re ssed  i  nt o  se rv ic e  by  t  he   
Un io n  ar my .  T  he  s  uppl ie s  
co ns is ted  of  1  8, 000  r  ou nd s  
of  a  mm un it ion,  u  ni fo rms,  a  nd   
1 000  r  at io ns  o  f  f ood.  T  he   
mu ddy  road s  im peded  th e  
pr og re ss  o  f  th e  wa go ns  a  nd  i  t  
wa s  da rk  w he n  th e  su pply  t ra in   
ar ri ve d  at  t his  po in t  in  t he  l an e  
ne ar  S  yl ve ster  F  .  G  osli n’ s  fa rm.   
Th  e   U  ni on  e  sc or t  had  al re ad y  
di smou nt ed,  an d  wa s  ma ki ng   
pr ep ar at io ns  t  o  ca mp  f  or  t  he   
ev en in g.  E  ar li er  i  n  th e  da y,   
Un io n  Br ig ad ie r  Ge ne ra l  J. B.   
Do ugla ss  h  ad  e  nt ered  R  oc he po rt ,  an d  le ar ning   
th at  t he  suppl y  tr ai n  wa s  st ill  en route, ordered a n  
ad di ti on al  30 tr oo pers  t o li nk  u p  wi th  M cF adden  
th at  e  ve ning  a  nd  e  sc or t  th e  su pply  t  ra in  t  o  
Roch ep or t  th e n ext da y. 
       Th  e  se  U ni on  r ei nf or ce me nt s  had  ju st  a rriv ed   
at  G osli n’ s  La ne  w he n  th ey  w ere  sudde nl y  at ta cked   
by  1 00   Misso uri  gu er rill as  u n der  t he  c om ma nd s  
of  B  ill  An de rs on ,  Ge or ge  T  odd,  Th   o  ma s  To dd,  
an d  Jo hn Th  r  ailkil l. Th  e   sur pr ise wa s so c ompl ete  
th at  t  he  t  rooper s  had  no  o  pp or tuni ty  t  o  defend   
th em selv es .    Ma ny  o f  th e  so ld ie rs  h id  i n  an  a dj acen t  
co rn fi  e ld  w  hi le  o  th er s  mo un ted  an d  re tr ea ted  to   
Co lu mb ia  o r  St ur ge on .    Tw el ve  s ol di er s  su rr endered   
to  t he  g ue rril la s  an d  th ey  w ere  ex ec ut ed  a lo ng  w it h  
3 b lack tea ms ters . 
      In his  memo irs, g ue rril la J oh n  Mc Co rk le  s ai d  

of  t he  e nc ou nt er ,  “W e  dr opp ed  o ut  o f  si gh t  un der   
a  hill  a  nd ,  wh en  a  bo ut  h  al f  of  t  he m  had  pa ssed   
Goslin ’ s  [sic ]  ho us e,  w e  da sh ed  o n  th em  a nd  t he y  
di vi ded,  fl  e ei ng  i  n  ut ter  co nf us ion. ”  Un io n  Br ig ad ie r  
Ge ne ra l  J.  B .  D ou glass  wr ot e  af ter  th e  sk irmish ,  
“A ll  t  he  s  ol di er s  were  s  ho t  in  t  he  h  ead,  s  ho wi ng   
th at  t he y  had  been  m ur dered  af ter  being  ca pt ur ed. ”  
Th  e   g ue rril la s sust ai ne d  on e  ki ll ed.  Th  e   g ue rrilla s  

took  t  he  a  mm un it io n  an d  
unif or ms  t  he n  set  fi  r e  to  t  he   
su pply  t  ra in .  Th   e  n  th ey  r  ode  
no rt h in to  H ow ar d Co un ty . 
      L ater  t  ha t  ev ening,  U ni on   
tr oo ps  c  om ma nd ed  b  y  Ma jo r  
Reev es  L  eo na rd  o  f  th e  9t h  
Miss ou ri  C av al ry  f  ro m  Fa ye tt e,   
su rp rised  si x  gu er rill as  s  ta yi ng   
at  t  he  h  om e  or  a   s  ou th er n  
sy mp at hize r,  n  or th  o  f  Roch ep or t.    
Fi ve  o f  th e  gu er ri ll as  w ere  ki ll ed   
as  t  he y  at te mp ted  to  r each  t he ir   
ho rses  t  o  ma ke  t  he ir  e  sc ape.   

On e  gu er ri ll a,  C  av e  Wy at t,  w  as  c  ap tu red,  a  nd   
ta ken  to  C ol um bi a  wh ere  he  w as  p ut  i n  ja il .   Th  i  rt y  
re volver s  were  f  ou nd  o  n  th e  ho rses  a  nd   bod ie s  of   
th e  gu er ri ll as  a s  we ll  a s  sc al ps  f ro m  Un io n  so ld ie rs   
ha nging  fr om  t  he  b  ri dl es .  E  vi denc e  su gg es ts   
th at  i  n  re ta li at ion,  U  ni on  t  rooper s  sc al ped  th e  
co rp se s  of  t  he  5   g  ue rril la s.  G  ue rril la  C  ap ta in  B  ill  
An de rs on  w  as  t  ol d  by  l  oc al s  th at  t  he se  m  en  h  ad   
been  m  ut il ated  a  nd  t  ha t  th e  in ci de nt  u  pset  h  im   
ve ry  m uc h.  H is  r  es en tm en t  over  t  he  t  re at me nt  o  f  
his  me n  ca rr ie d  over  t o  Se pt ember  27 ,  18 64 ,  wh en   
he  w  as  e  ng ag ed  i  n  th e  Ce nt ra lia  Ma ssac re  a  nd   
Ba tt le  i  n  wh ic h  23  U  ni on  u  na rm ed  s  ol di er s  were   
sh ot  d  ow n  in  c  ol d  bl ood.   L  ater  t  ha t  sa me  d  ay ,  a  
Un io n  co mm an d,  c on si st ing  of  1 55  t rooper s,  w ere  
annihila ted  by  A  nder so n’ s  gu er ri ll as  a  nd  a  ft er  t  he   
ba tt le , s om e  of  t h e c or ps es w ere m ut il ated . 
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BL OO DY   BI LL   

William  T.  “Bloody  Bill”  Anderson  was  born  
in  1839  and  grew  up  near  Huntsville  in  
Randolph  County.  As  leader  of    a small   
army of secessionist  guerrillas  during  the  
Civil  War,  he  was  known  for  his  brutality  
toward  Union  soldiers,  Kansas  Jayhawkers  
and  pro-Union  civilians  in  Missouri  and  
across the western border. 

Anderson  became  a  lieutenant  in  William  
Clarke  Quantrill’s  Confederate  guerrilla  company.  The  two  split  in  
early 1864, and Anderson formed his own guerrilla band. 

On Septem ber 27, 1864, four days after the  fi   ght at Goslin’s Lane,  
Anderson  led  his  bushwhackers  to  Centralia,  where  they  barricaded  
the  tracks  of  the  Northern  Missouri  Railroad  and  forced  a  train  to  stop.  
They  robbed  the  civilian  passengers  and  killed  21  Union  soldiers  
who  were  returning  home  on  furlough.  Union  Major  A.V.E.  Joh nston   
of  the  newly  raised  39th  Missouri  Infantry  Regiment  set  off  with  his  
men to pursue Anderson’s band. A detachment lured Johnston’s men  
into  a  trap  and  cut  them  d own.  Those  w ho  tried  to  surrender  were  
executed. Around 120 mounted infantrymen were killed. 

On  October  26,  1864,  militia  Colonel  Samuel  P.  Cox,  assigned  
the  task  of  eliminating  Anderson,  located  him  near  Albany  in  Ray  
County.  Cox  sent  a  mounted  detachment  to  lure  the  guerrillas  
into  an  ambush,  and  Anderson  led  his  men  in  a  charge  straight  
into  the  waiting  militiamen,  who  fi   red  a  volley.  Anderson  fell  from  
his  horse,  shot  through  the  head.  A  silk  cord  with  fi   fty-three  knots,  
allegedly  found  on  Anderson,  reportedly  recorded  the  number  of  
men he had killed. 

Learn mor e at   www .mocivilwar .org 
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